hen people:-see fleas on
their pet, they want to
kpow only one thing:
how to get rid of them.
Aillmugh flea control today is a gond bit
gasier than it once was, ity far better to
preventfieas than to have to treat an ds-
tablished infestation.

DOES MY PET ]-I_AVE FLEAS? _
Fleas are tiny brown insects about the
size of a pinhead, Their hodies are oval

and flattened. from side to side, Fleas.
are sumetimes visible on pets. If you try

10 capturé-a small insect crawling on
your pet and it Jumps a good distance
away from you, it's. probably a flea.

Fleas can be difficult-to. find if they-

are present in small numbers:or if the

pet has been chewing its skin, How-

ever, you might gee what's called “flea
dirt,” which looks like black dandruff,
Fleas are blood suckers, so flea dirt is
actually. digested hlood they have ex-
creter: If you're not sure if what you're
seeing is flea:dirt, brush some-of it onto
a white-clotl or paper lowel and add a
drop of water, If the wat dirt leaves red-
disl strealts on the whité surface, it's
Red-dirt,

Fléas canafso cause a telltale pat-
tern of hair loss. In dogs, hair Joss
on the lower back, tailhead,
and inner thighs.i$ commion
evidence of fleas—even if
you haven’t seen any of

the little buggers. In cats, skin problems
may be spread over a wider area of tlie
body, including the face and neck.

WHAT HARM CAN FLEAS CAUSE?

Fleas are more:than just an itchy nui-

sance. They can actually cause.a num:

ber of potentially serious problems:

+ Flea-related dermatitis and flea
allergy: Tleas cause skin irritation
-and.infection in-any pet that chews at
itchy skin. Tor pets that aie allergic
to flea saliva, the bite of even 1 flea
can cause intense itching and seri-
‘ous skin disease; Signs of flea-related
skin disease include redness, bumps,
and scabs. N

+ Anemia: A heavy flea infestation can
Gause anemia and even death from
blood loss.

'+ Infection: Fleas carry bacteria and

parasites that can infect both pets
and people, including tapeworm, ty-
phus; iularemia, plague, and harton-
ellosis (cat-serateh disease).

UNDERS_TAN'DING THE FLEA LIFE CYGLE
By the time you notice fleas onyour pet;

they have alréady begun laying eggs. Iiv
Tact, the adult fleas you see on your pet
represent only about 5% of the fleas in

your environment, The 4-stage flea life

gycle explains where the other 98% of

fhe problem is:

+ Egps: Fleas deposit sggs.in their
liost’s fur; the eggs then drap into
the efvironment.

« Larvae: Eggs hatch into larvac (very

smiall, caterpillar-like creatures),
which.develop in pr o.le_ct_ed._arws
away. from sunlight, like carpet
{ibers and shaded utdoor aceas.

= Pupaec: After-a féw days to weeks,
laryae spin cogoons and bécameé pi-
pae, Pupae.can rémain stable in their




coroons for months if they do not dry out. Préssure, car-
bon dioxide (from breathing), and increased temperature
all stimulate pupae to develop into adults. Simply walking

even if the room has been vacant for weels or months.

« Aduits: Most adultfleas emerge within a month after pupa
fornation. They jump onto a passiig host and hegin feed-
ing right away. Females usually lay eggs within 24 hours.

AS you can see, flea eggs; larvae, and pupae are lurking in
and arsund your home: Inside, they're in areas where your
pets spend time, such as bedding, carpets, fioorhoeards, and
furniture, Qutside, they can be found in-moist, sharded
soil and bietween joints antd cracks.in oncrete
on porches and sidewalks. Fleas survive
hest in warm, humid climates.

Because these younger life stages.
cantinue ta develop, more. fleas will
emerge once you use a flea con-
trol product that kills aduit fleas.
These riewly emerging fleas-are
why you neéd to use a flea prod-
“uct that has residual activity and
ta continue using it for several

months. You'll also need to vacu- ffﬁ '_

um carpets insidé.and remove de- {°

bris from flowerbeds and bushes. Y

ELEA PREVENTION AND TREATMENT e
!Inﬂ Akt

The Companion Anima} Parasite Coun-
cil —a group that provides informalion
abéut the diagnosis, treatment, prevention, and

around a room_can trigger the emergence of adult fleas,

The Flea
Llfe Cycle

control of parasite infectionis—considers flea infestationg

From the Publisherof VEIETINATIAI!

to be a public health concern and Tecommends that pet
-owners do the following:

+ Treat all dogs and cats with flea control producta year-
round for life.

+ ‘Toelitninate an established flea infestation, treat all pets in
the home and understand that controlling the infestation
-could take months.

Very eéffattive products ate available to prevent your pet
fromi flea infestation, some of which can be-obtained by pre-
scription only: Talk to your véterinarian about the best prod-
uct to use on your pet.

If you are considering over-the-counter producls,
be aware that those containing synthetic pyre-
thrins, including permetirin, can bé toxic.
to cats. Flea combing is the safesl way
to’ remove fleas from puppics and.
kittens that are too. young for lea

. products.
R If -your-pet does come home
Fiedegs, with fleas, keep in mind that you
might still se¢ fleas after using

a recommended product éven

if you have followed -labél in-

structions and treated all of the
pets in your home: This dogs not
negessarily mean that the product
failed; it takes time for all of the
pupae in the environment to develop

F!oapupa ; !
e into adults. Many of these products kill

adult fléas before the females can lay eggs,
s0 in time, the fled population will be elimifiated
because no new eggs are being Jaid. &

For More Fast Fact Sheets, visit
AMERICANVETERINARIAN.COM /EDUCATED~GLIENT




